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XVIII. [Faulkner.]

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

Trim,1 December 31, 1704.

MY LORD,

I DID Intend to have waited on your Grace before you
went for England; but, hearing your voyage is fixed for
the first opportunity of the wind, I could not forbear giving
you a few minutes interruption, which I hope your Grace
will believe to be without any other design than that of
serving you. I believe your Grace may have heard, that I
was in England last winter, when the Dean and Chapter
of Christ Church had, I think, with great wisdom and dis-
cretion, chosen a most malicious, ignorant, and headstrong
creature to represent them: wherein your Grace cannot
justly tax their prudence, since the cause they are engaged
in is not otherwise to be supported.2 And I do assure your

advances "with a view to sound Swift's sentiments." Whatever
terminated Tisdall's courtship did not prevent his continuing on terms
of apparent friendship with both Swift and Stella, although always
mentioned by the former with " some epithet of scorn." Tisdall, who
married a Miss Morgan and became Vicar of Belfast and Rector of
Dramcree, in the diocese of Armagh, was not, however, as has been
stated, a witness of Swift's will, his death having taken place some
years before it was signed. His will is dated 13 May, 1732, and was
proved 23 July, 1736.

1  Swift had returned to Ireland on i June.   Forster says (" Life,"
p. 131) that it was Swift's tenth voyage between the two countries,
"but it would appear that this is a mistake for sixteenth, which Lyons
mentions (Forster Collection, No. 579) as the number.    Fourteen
voyages are known: two occasioned by his being taken to England by
his nurse, six by his three visits to Temple, and six by his visits to
England in 1701, 1702, 1703.

2  It has been said that for forty-five years of his life Archbishop
King was continuously a litigant, either as plaintiff or defendant, in
the Ecclesiastical Courts (Stokes, op. cit.y p, 180), and no sooner had
he been appointed to the archbishopric of Dublin than he became
involved in a suit with the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church Cathe-
dral about his right of visitation.    In the eighteenth century the
deanery was always held by the Bishop of Kildare, and the fact that
the occupant of that see, William Moreton, who had ordained Swift,
held views diametrically opposed to those of King has been thought to
have accentuated the contention (Ibid.) p. 212).   But King considered
the real as well as nominal author of the proceedings to have been the
Prebendary in whose name they were taken, the Rev. John Clayton,nry in St. Patrick's Cathedral
